162                       ON FALSE WITNESS

undergo the same distress, as we read both in the Gospels
and the Acts.

Now, because the sign of false witnessing is so horrible
and dangerous in Itself, and so odious to God and man;
and because the bitterness of too many among us is risen to
such a height, that it is not easy to know where it will stop,
or how far some weak and wicked minds may be carried by
a mistaken zeal, a malicious temper, or hope of reward, to
break this great commandment delivered in the text; there-
fore, in order to prevent this evil, and the consequences of
it, at least among you who are my hearers, I shall,

I.  First: Shew you several ways by which a man may be
called a false witness against his neighbour.

II.  Secondly: I shall give you some rules for your conduct
and behaviour, in order to defend yourselves against the
malice and cunning of false accusers.

III.  And lastly: I shall conclude with shewing you very
briefly, how far it is your duty, as good subjects and good
neighbours, to bear faithful witness, when you are lawfully
called to it by those in authority, or by the sincere advice
of your own consciences,

I. As to the first, there are several ways by which a man
may be justly called a false witness against his neighbour.

Fir$^ According to the direct meaning of the word, when
a man accuseth his neighbour without the least ground of
truth. So we read, that Jezebel hired two sons of Belial
to accuse Naboth for blaspheming God and the King, for
which, although he was entirely innocent, he was stoned to
death.1 And in our age it is not easy, to tell how many
men have lost their lives, been ruined in their fortunes, and
put to ignominious punishment by the downright perjury of
false witnesses! The law itself in such cases being not able
to protect the innocent But this is so horrible a crime,
that it doth not need to be aggravated by words.

A second way by which a man becometh a false witness
is, when he mixeth falsehood and truth together, or con-
cealeth some circumstances, which, if they were tolda would

1 i Kings, xxi. 8-13.